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7€ GETHER TIME

What was Jesus teaching his disciples? In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus tells us that God is not
like the unjust judge who is irritated by the woman pestering him. No matter how much we
pray to God, he doesn’t think we are pestering him - he is our loving Father. There are many
kinds of prayer. This Gospel reminds us about the value of ‘Asking Prayer’ and not giving up in

our prayer requests. Ask your child what the word ‘prayer’ means to them. Does your child
like to pray aloud or quietly, alone or with others? What is their favourite prayer?

Jesus wanted to teach his disciples that they should always pray and never give
up. So he told them a story. Jesus said, “There was a judge in a certain fown
who had neither fear of God nor respect for any other person. In the same town
there was a widow who kept on coming to him and saying, Par

'l want justice from you against my enemy!’ For a long time the
Judge refused, but at last he said to himself, ‘Maybe | have neither

fear of God nor respect for any other person, but since she

keeps pestering me | must give this widow her just rights, or she

will continue coming and worry me to death.’” Then Jesus said,

“If even the unjust judge eventuvally helped this woman who

didn't give up, then how much more will God, who is good,

help those who pray to him every day.”

Prayer, at its simplest, is spending time with God - talking, listening, being together - telling
God all about our lives. We can tfrust that God always hears our prayers and will always do
what is best for us and those we pray for. We can pray anywhere, anytime. Each of you
say when and where you like to pray (e.g. at home, in bed, at church, at school, outside,
elsewhere). What would you like to pray and ask God for this week? Who can you pray for
throughout the coming week (e.g. a family member, a friend, your teacher, your priest,
a poorly, hungry or lonely person)? How else can you help that person?

From the Gospel of Sunday 19" October CF. Luke 18:1-8. (The 29" Sunday in Ordinary Time) 3 For tonight’s closing prayer, ask your child if they know

‘The Lord’s Prayer’: Our Father, who art in heaven...
Which words stood out for you in this Gospel, and why? What does the picture make

you think about? Now enjoy exploring this Wednesday’s word, which is PRAYER.
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There were some people who thought they were better than

everyone else. One day Jesus told them a story.” Two men went

into the Temple to pray. One of them was a Pharisee and the other

was a tax collector. The Pharisee stood there and said this prayer @

to himself, ‘I thank you, God, that | am not greedy, dishonest, and [S§
unfaithful like other people, and particularly that | am not like this ™

sinful tax collector here. I fast twice a week and always give money

to the Temple.’ The tax collector stood some distance away, not even daring
to raise his eyes to heaven, but he bowed his head and said, ‘God, have mercy
on me, for | am a sinner.’” Then Jesus said, “It was the tax collector who was
pleasing to God, not the Pharisee. Those who praise themselves and think they
are better than others will be humbled, but if you humble yourself then you will
be praised by God.”

n Ordinary Time)

Which words stood out for you in this Gospel, and why? What does the picture make
you think about? Now enjoy exploring this Wednesday's word, which is HUMBLE.
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Whose prayer was pleasing to God: the humble tax collector’s or the proud Pharisee’s?
This Sunday's Gospel reminds us that we should be humble - especially when we pray.
Ask your child what the word *humble’ means to them. (Parent help - humble people do
not think that they are better or more important than others; they are honest about their
weaknesses and not afraid to say ‘sorry’ to God if they have done wrong). Who does your
child know who is talented, but does not boast or show-off? It may help your child if you give
an example of a humble person that you know.

God is pleased with those who are humble. A humble person knows that all good comes
from God and that any falents we have are gifts from God. As a family, name one of
each other’s special God-given gifts, something that you admire in the other person. Then
each of you name a gift that you are especially grateful for - it could be a quality, skill or
attitude. Decide on a way that you will use that gift to help someone in this coming week.
You may like to finish this evening’s special Family Time in humble prayer, each thanking
God for the gift that he has given you to share with others (please see the prayer below).

you have given to me.
a befter place. Amen.
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This week let’s make a special effort to: say sorry
to each other if we have done wrong; praise Q
other people’s strengths and successes; regularly
remember to thank God for our own gifts.




Y Wednesday's word

What did Jesus say belongs to people who know they need God? This Sunday we celebrate the
feast of ‘All Saints' - those people whom the church recognises as models of love and who are
already in heaven. In this Sunday’s Gospel, the blessings which promise happiness are called
the Beatitudes and they show us the path that will lead us closer to God. The saints tried hard
to follow the teaching of these beatitudes in their day-to-day lives - Jesus calls us to do the
same. Ask your child what the word ‘saint’ means to them. Which saints have they heard
about? Which one is their favourite and why? Are they, or you, named after a saint or do
they know anyone who is hamed after a saint?

29" Odober
reading this sunday’s Gospel

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain and sat down. Jesus’ disciples gathered
. around him, and he began to teach them. “Blessed are people who know they need God, for the
Kingdom of Heaven belongs to them. Blessed are people who are gentle,
for the earth is theirs. Blessed are people who are sad now, for God will
comfort them. Blessed are people who work for justice, for God will give

. them all they need. Blessed are people who show mercy, for they will
. have mercy shown to them. Blessed are the people whose hearts are
pure, for they will see God. Blessed are people who make peace, for they

. will be called children of God. Blessed are people who are treated badly
for doing what God wants, for the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to them.
So, blessed are you when people insult you and mistreat you because of

. me. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven.”

Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount (this Sunday’s Gospel) is one of the most well-known passages
in the Bible and has guided the saints throughout the ages. Did you know that the Catholic
Church dedicates every Wednesday to Saint Joseph (the patron saint of families) and Wednesday
Word Family Time is also dedicated to him? Which people do you know who try to follow these
teachings and show some of the saintly qualities described in this Gospel? Each of you decide
on one way that you can be a ‘blessing’ to others this week (you may want to read this
Sunday's Gospel again for some ideas).

B Dear Lord Jesus, please help me to see and admire the saintly
Which words stood out for you in this Gospel, and why? What does the picture make qualities in others and help me to grow more like you each day. Amen.
you think about? Now enjoy exploring this Wednesday’s word, which is SAINTS.
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to whom we can turn if we need help. These are
e can call upon these saints, taking our cares and
ing that they will pray to God with us and for us.
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