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“God is not a distant deity in a perfect heaven above us,
but is nearby and inhabits our fragile earth, who becomes
+ present in the faces of our brothers and sisters, and reveals
himself in the circumstances of daily life.” Pope Lco xIv
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= . Who did John the Baptist come to tell the people about? This weekend we celebrate the A

L
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v - - in ‘l'hls SUI\day S GOSP third Sunday of Advent which is known as ‘Gaudete Sunday’, and we light the pink candle
¥ Enjoy rea 2auce = :
- N J y ) on our advent wreath. The word ‘Gaudete’ in Latin means ‘Rejoice!’. We joyfully celebrate
/ that Christmas is near - we rejoice that Christ is coming. Ask your child what the word
‘joy' means to them. Each of you say who or what makes you feel joyful. When do you feel
Jjoyful? When was the last time you brought joy to others and what did you do? God wants
us to be filled with joy - Jesus came to make our joy complete. Happiness comes and goes,
but the joy that comes from close friendship with Jesus stays forever.

A man came who was sent by God. His hame was John, John the Baptist. He came

as a witness - as a witness to Jesus Christ. Priests were sent from Jerusalem to ask

John, “Who are you?” John replied, “I am not the Christ.” “Are you the prophet

N Elijah then -or the Prophet?” they asked. He answered, “*No.” “So, who are *x
you?” they asked. “What have you to say about yourself?” Johnreplied,
*I am the voice of the one who cries in the wilderness: ‘Make the = 1

il Lord’s way straight.’” Finally they asked him, “Why are you baptising

if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” John said,

“I baptise with water. But someone is coming soon who is more

Joy is something we all desire. We don't have to search around for joy: it comes from within.
When we follow Jesus by loving God and others, we are filled with joy! A joyful heart is a sign
of God's Spirit within us. What can you do to help bring joy to others in this coming week?

. . Perhaps you can: give lots of smiles; give someone a gift; remind someone that they are loved
powerful than I am.” This happened at Bethany, on the far side of = X pe Y I I g /

" gk by God; cheerfully do what our parents or teachers ask us to do. In these ways we prepare
3% the River Jordan, where John was baptising.

our hearts to be filled with a joy that lasts long after the Christmas festivities have passed.

From the Gospel of Sunday 13" December 2026 John 1:6-8, 19-28 (the 3¢ Sunday of Advent, Year B) 1 * Dear Lord Jesus, please help our family to experience the joy that .
[J

,%‘ Which words stood out for you in this Gospel, and why? What does the picture
' make you think about? Now enjoy exploring this Wednesday's word, which is JOY.

you bring, and to share your joy with all those that we meet, Amen.
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in the 1 jmbled _______ the Baptist said, “Someone __ coming

words to find ___ _ _ who is more than | am.”
4 real words.

In this Sunday’s Gospel, the humble witnhess of John the Baptist gave people a sense
: | : that something exciting was about to happen. John delivered the joyful news of God'’s
b N ' arrival into our world in the person of Jesus - he recognised Jesus as the Christ.
We often don’t recognise Jesus when he comes, when he is standing among us.
But be assured: Jesus is always with us, waiting to fill us with joy.
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4 The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man called Joseph. The virgin's
hame was Mary. “Rejoice, favoured one!” said Gabriel. “The Lord
is with you.” Mary was disturbed and asked herself what he could
mean. “Do not be afraid, Mary,” the angel continued. “You have
found favour with God. Listen! You will conceive and bear a son
and you will call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called
Son of the Most High and his kingdom will hever end.” *How can

this be,” questioned Mary, “since I am a virgin?” “The Holy Spirit
will come down upon you,” the angel said, “and you will have a

§ child who will be called the Son of God.” “I am the servant of
the Lord,” Mary replied. “Let it happen just as you have said.”
Then the angel left her.

From the Gospel of Sunday 20" December 2026 Luke 1:26-38 (the U Sunday of Advent, Year B)

Which words stood out for you in this Gospel, and why? What does the picture
make you think about? Enjoy exploring this Wednesday’s word, which is MARY.

‘ “From Mary we learn to surrender to God's will in all things. From Mary,
we learn to trust even when all hope seems gone. from Mary, we learn
to love Christ, her Son and the Son of God.” St John Paul I

| What did Mary say just before the Angel Gabriel leff? Each year on the last Sunday of Advent, we
look fo Mary, our heavenly mother. In this Sunday's Gospel, the Angel Gabriel announced God's will,
and Mary accepted it and put her trust in God. Ask your child if they know the ‘Hail Mary’, the prayer
based on the Angel Gabriel's greeting in this Sunday's Gospel. Ask your child what else they know
about Mary. It may help your child to tell them something you know about Mary, or the Rosary.

| Mary is a perfect example for all people

- someone full of love and kindness.
How can you show love and kindness in this final week of Advent? Perhaps you can: support
a charity that helps to feed some of the poorest children in the world (e.g. marysmeals.
org.uk, missiontogether.org.uk or cafod.org.uk); help someone who may be struggling in
some way. What other ways can you think of? You may like to finish your time of prayer
by saying together, on behalf of another person, a ‘Hail Mary’ (please see below) or find out
more about the Rosary: cbcew.org.uk/category/prayer/rosary/
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*K Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with
thee. Blessed art thou amongst women +
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb,
, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, .,
pray for us sinners, now and at
+ the hour of our death. Amen.

+

+

When Jesus was a baby, his parents, Mary and Joseph, took him
up to the Temple to present him to God and make an offering of
two young pigeons. Now in the Temple there was a good and
holy man named Simeon. The Holy Spirit had promised Simeon
that he would not die until he had seen Jesus, the Light of the
World. Prompted by the Spirit, Simeon came to the Temple;
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to make their
offering, Simeon took Jesus into his arms and blessed God;
and he said: “Now, I can die in peace because you have kept
your promise. This child, Jesus, will be a light for all nations.”
Jesus’ parents took him back to Nazareth where Jesus grew
to maturity, and he was filled with wisdom; and God's favour
was with him.

From the Gospel of Sunday 27" December 2026 Luke 2:22-40 (the Feast of the Holy Family, Year B)
Which words stood out for you in this Gospel, and why? What does the picture make
you think about? Enjoy exploring this Wednesday’s word, which is FAMILY.

“The family is a community that cannot be
replaced by any other.” st John Paul Il

'\ Who took Jesus to the Temple? This Sunday we celebrate the feast of the Holy Family of

Nazareth (Jesus, Mary and Joseph). In the Gospel we read about the Holy Family’s openness
and obedience to God. Ask your child what the word ‘family’ means to them. Ask them what
they like best about their family. It may help your child to tell them something that you like
best about your family.

“To maintain a joyful family requires much from both the parents
and the children. Each member of the family has to become, in
a special way, the servant of the others.” st John Paul Il

Christmas is a special time for families. In what ways can we bring more of God’s love and
Jjoy into our family and other families this Christmas? Perhaps we can: make an extra effort
to be thoughtful; contact someone you may not have seen for a while and make them
feel especially valued - maybe a relative who lives on their own, or a friend. As a family
(if possible), come and light a candle in Church this Sunday. You can learn more about this
celebration of the Feast of the Holy Family at: cbcew.org.uk

otect + j Write a promise and then draw a big smile on Smiley

Vip% This week I will try my best to...
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In the beginning was the Word: the Word was with God and the Word was God.
i Through him all things came to be, not one thing had its being but through him. All
that came to be had life in him and that life was the light of all people, a light that
shines in the dark, a light that darkness could not overpower. The Word was the X
true light that enlightens all people; and he was coming into the world.
He was in the world and the world did not know him and his own people .
did not accept him. But to all who did accept him he gave power to "
become children of God, to all who believe in the hame of him who

The real point of Christmas is the birth of Jesus Christ. The Church reminds us that Christ
is the Word who became flesh (he is both man and God) and he came to live among us.
This is known as ‘the incarnation’. Ask your child what they think the word ‘Christ’ means
(parent help: the word 'Christ’ means ‘the anointed one’, the one who is sent to save the

world). Christ came to save us from doing wrong - to show us and to teach us how to live
good lives. It may help your child if you share something that you know about Christ.

Jesus Christ is God's greatest gift to the world. His wonderful birth (and indeed his
whole life, his death and his resurrection) gives witness to the fact that he is the Son of
God. Christ, the 'Light of the World’, came to enlighten us - to show us the way to God
and to confirm our hope of heaven. He came to draw everyone into his love, so that we

was born of God himself. The Word was made flesh, he lived among
us, and we saw his glory, the glory that is his as the only Son of the _ T, may joyfully share in God’s own life. As a family, talk about ways that you can live and

| Father, full of grace and truth. love more like Christ in 2027. Blessings and best wishes for the coming new year.

. Dear Lord Jesus Christ, thank you for coming info our world "
From the Gospel of Sunday 3¢ Janvary 2027 John 1:1-5, 9-14 (shorter form). The 2" Sun. after the Nativity ’ + to fill our lives and families with your joy, peace and love "
Which words stood out for you in this Gospel, and why? What does the picture “ Help us fo share your love with those around us. Amen.
make you think about? Enjoy exploring this Wednesday’s word, which is CHRIST.
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== Silent night, Holy night,
= % ; All is calm, all is bright. .

7 ‘Round yon virgin mother and Fhlld;
Holy Infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

e N

B X The words of Silent Night were written Silent night, Holy night,

in 1816 by the young Austrian priest Son of God, love's pure light.
" Fr Joseph Mohr (1792-1848). Rf:ldlanf beams from Thy !-loly Face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
+ It was first sung on Christmas Eve 1818 at Jesus, Lord at Thy birth,
St Nicholas Church in Oberndorf, Austria. Jesus, Lord at Thy birth.
p
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